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SOCY 31 Youth and Society 
Winter Quarter 2023 

 

Class Meets in Carson 60, 10A: TR 10:10–12:00  

 

Professor Janice McCabe 

Email: janice.m.mccabe@dartmouth.edu (please allow 24 hours for a response; 48 hours on weekends) 

Phone: 603-646-8160 

Office: 301A Blunt  

Office hours: Mondays 10-11am on zoom, Wednesday 1-2pm in Blunt 301A, or by appointment 
(Office hours are open, meaning that I don’t take appointments; please stop in. I view office hours as a time for us to 

not only go over course material and larger course aims, but also an opportunity to talk about sociology, my 

research, your academic interests, how this course relates to larger issues, etc.) 
 

Course Description: 
This course is about childhood and youth in everyday life. Throughout the term, we will focus on 

central themes and features of children’s preschool, preadolescent, adolescent, and college peer 

cultures. We will discuss research methods for studying childhood and consider the importance 

of family and peer experiences for children’s social development.  Among the questions we may 

explore are: What does it mean to be a child or adolescent historically and in contemporary 

society? How are experiences throughout childhood both different and similar for boys and girls?  

How do socioeconomic class, race, ethnicity, and sexuality shape children’s experiences? What 

does it mean to be “popular” in elementary school? How do kids’ lives change with the move to 

high school?  How do they change with the move to college? Where do parents fit into children’s 

lives? What role does the corporate construction of childhood (through toys, games, books, 

music, television, movies, etc.) play in children’s lives? Throughout this course, we will think 

critically about childhood and children’s influence on society. 

 

 

Learning Objectives: 
By the end of this course, students will:  

1. Recognize and explain how sociologists conceptualize and study children and childhood. 

2. Describe and compare key theories and concepts related to the sociological study of 

childhood. 

3. Apply these theories and concepts to peer cultures of the five age groups examined in this 

course in order to analyze children’s behavior and interactions. 

4. Develop the skills necessary to read and understand scholarly articles, books, and book 

chapters on the sociology of childhood. 

5. Think critically about childhood and children’s influence on society. 

 

Course Requirements and Evaluation: 

READINGS:  The following required books are available online through our campus library. 

(1) William A. Corsaro. 2003. “We’re Friends, Right?”: Inside Kids’ Culture. Washington, 

D.C.: Joseph Henry Press. ISBN: 0309087295 – Proquest link. 

mailto:janice.m.mccabe@dartmouth.edu
https://dartmouth.zoom.us/j/93692798727?pwd=R0lVU2pRdWdLY3AvWndXelQ2T3Vzdz09
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.dartmouth.idm.oclc.org/lib/dartmouth-ebooks/detail.action?docID=4388337
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(2) Amy Schalet. 2011. Not Under My Roof: Parents, Teens, and the Culture of Sex.  

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. ISBN: 0226736199 - Ebsco link. 

 

Other readings are available on our Canvas site. 

 

Another useful resource (not required reading) is The Sociology of Childhood by William A. 

Corsaro (any edition), published by Pine Forge Press.  

 

As you complete the readings, I encourage you to consult the “Reading Guide for Academic 

Work” posted on Canvas. This contains a list of questions to answer as you read sociological 

work, and it will help you make the most out of the time you spend reading. 

 

PARTICIPATION:  Your attendance and active participation are crucial to this seminar. You are 

expected to attend class in person; however, there may be times when you need to miss class due 

to emergent circumstances like illness or other medical reasons, family emergencies, etc. 

Please do not attend class if you are sick, if you are in isolation after testing positive for COVID-

19, or if you have been instructed to stay home by Student Health Services. During the time you 

are not able to attend class in person, if you feel well enough, you can continue class work as 

detailed below. However, I encourage you to prioritize taking care of yourself if you are not 

feeling well or have diminished capacity. If you are unable to continue class work while absent 

or are out of class for longer than two weeks (i.e., four class meetings), I will work with you and 

your dean to chart the best path forward. While alternative arrangements may be made, this path 

may also include a recommended incomplete, course withdrawal, or medical withdrawal from 

the term. 

 

Active class participation has many dimensions, including enthusiastic and intellectually-

rigorous discussion (talking and listening), coming to class prepared by having completed the 

readings, work on in-class assignments, weekly reflection journal posts, and regular class 

attendance. Please note that regularly attending class is necessary but not sufficient for an A in 

class participation. 

 

To supplement our in-class discussions, I set up reflection journals on Canvas. At the end of 

every week (by Sunday at 11:59pm), you will post a 250-500 word reflection to Canvas. These 

reflections should each be responses to a prompt, provided the week before. Although these are 

reflections, you should use examples from class discussions, activities, lectures, and readings to 

support your points. Writing these reflections will help you more deeply engage with the course, 

track your personal learning and growth. They will also help me to get to know each of you and 

to adjust the course in order to make it the best learning experience for the class as a whole. To 

receive credit, each reflection should (a) be reflective, not merely a summary of course content, 

(b) respond to this week’s prompt, (c) use examples from course content – this can be from class 

discussions, activities, lectures, or readings, (d) be the appropriate length (250-500 words) and 

submitted on time (posted to Canvas by Sunday night at 11:59pm). 

 

I intend to record our class sessions, in order to be as flexible as possible during the COVID 

pandemic. I suspect that they may not pick up all of the class discussion clearly; therefore, I 

suggest that you get class notes for that class from another student. As a general policy, I do not 

http://dartmouth.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,url,uid&db=e000xna&AN=387670&site=ehost-live&scope=site
https://covid.dartmouth.edu/isolation-guidance-faqs
https://covid.dartmouth.edu/isolation-guidance-faqs
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make my notes available. After you review your classmate’s notes, I would be happy to meet 

with you to talk about the material or answer questions about anything that is unclear.  

 

Our x-hour is Fridays 3:30-4:20pm. We will not use our x-hour regularly. I don’t have any 

sessions on our course calendar; however, it is possible that we may need to meet once or twice 

during this slot, depending on unanticipated needs that may come up with COVID-19 or other 

emergencies. 

 

EXAMS:  Two exams are required. Lectures, films, video clips, discussions, in-class 

assignments, activities, and readings will be covered on the exams. You may study together; in 

fact, I encourage it. However, exams should be completed independently; you should not discuss 

the exam or your answers with classmates or anyone else while completing it.  

 

PAPER: Students will write one paper that focuses on how status impacts the social groups of 

students at your high school. In other words, you will be applying insights from the course to 

your own sociological examination of aspects of your high school experience. This paper is 

based on Chapter 3 “Fitting in, Standing Out and Keeping Up” in Murray Milner’s Freaks, 

Geeks and Cool Kids. You must demonstrate understanding and application of material from 

“Fitting in, Standing Out and Keeping Up” to your own experiences. You will refer to his data 

and conclusions, comparing and contrasting to your own experiences. More specific guidelines 

are included in the paper assignment handout. 

 

 

Percentage of Final Grade     Final Course Grade  

Class Participation  15%      A  = 94.0-100 C+ = 77.0-79.99 

Midterm Exam 

Final Exam 

30% 

30% 

   A- = 90.0-93.99 

B+ = 87.0-89.99 

C  = 74.0-76.99 

C- = 70.0-73.99 

Paper  25%    B  = 84.0-86.99 D  = 60.0-69.99 

     B- = 80.0-83.99 E  < 60.0 

       

Course Guidelines and Policies: 

Honor Principle: Assignments will be conducted in accord with the principles of academic 

honor detailed in the Dartmouth Organization, Regulations and Courses. I encourage you to 

discuss ideas from class with your classmates. However, unless otherwise noted, the paper and 

exams should be completed independently, and all work turned in should be your own. Your 

paper should include citations to ideas and direct quotes from course readings as well as outside 

sources. If you have questions about what is permissible, I urge you to consult the academic 

honor principle (https://students.dartmouth.edu/judicial-affairs/policy/academic-honor-principle), 

the statement on sources and citations (http://writing-

speech.dartmouth.edu/learning/materials/sources-and-citations-dartmouth), and talk with me. 

 

Religious Holidays: Dartmouth has a deep commitment to support students’ religious 

observances and diverse faith practices. Some students may wish to take part in religious 

observances that occur during this academic term. If you have a religious observance that 

conflicts with your participation in the course, please meet with me as soon as possible—before 

the end of the second week of the term at the latest—to discuss appropriate course adjustments.  

https://students.dartmouth.edu/judicial-affairs/policy/academic-honor-principle
http://writing-speech.dartmouth.edu/learning/materials/sources-and-citations-dartmouth
http://writing-speech.dartmouth.edu/learning/materials/sources-and-citations-dartmouth
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Student Wellness: I recognize that the academic environment at Dartmouth is challenging, that 

our terms are intensive, and that classes are not the only demanding part of your life. There are a 

number of resources available to you on campus to support your wellness, including your 

undergraduate dean (http://www.dartmouth.edu/~upperde/), Counseling and Human 

Development (http://www.dartmouth.edu/~chd/), and the Student Wellness Center 

(http://www.dartmouth.edu/~healthed/). I encourage you to use these resources, to communicate 

with me, and to take care of yourself throughout the term. 

 

Students with Disabilities: Students requesting disability-related accommodations and services 

for this course are required to register with Student Accessibility Services (SAS; Apply for 

Services webpage; student.accessibility.services@dartmouth.edu; 1-603-646-9900) and to 

request that an accommodation email be sent to me in advance of the need for an 

accommodation. Then, students should schedule a follow-up meeting with me to determine 

relevant details such as what role SAS or its Testing Center may play in accommodation 

implementation. This process works best for everyone when completed as early in the quarter as 

possible. If students have questions about whether they are eligible for accommodations or have 

concerns about the implementation of their accommodations, they should contact the SAS office. 

All inquiries and discussions will remain confidential. 

 

Letters of Recommendation: I get many requests for letters, and I have a handout describing the 

materials I need at least two weeks prior to your deadline. If you expect to need a letter from me 

after the term ends, please let me know while you’re still in the class so that I can have more 

detailed notes to write a stronger letter on your behalf. I enjoy writing letters for students who 

have stood out in some way, and I take writing these letters quite seriously. 

 

Late Submissions: The submission of assignments is expected on the indicated “due date” during 

that day’s class meeting (unless otherwise stated). Requests for extensions should be made prior 

to the due date. Please note that grades on non-approved late submissions will be penalized. Any 

work turned in more than 10 minutes after it is due is considered late and the grade will be 

reduced by one step (for example, from a B to a B-). The grade will be reduced by an additional 

step for each day it is late.  

  

Grade Disputes: Any student who wishes to dispute a grade earned on any assignment, paper, or 

exam may do so by submitting a written memo detailing specifically why the assignment should 

receive a different grade. The memo should explain how the assignment met the requirements or 

how the answer as written (and not based on what could be inferred from what was written) 

addressed the question. The memo should be submitted within one week of receiving the grade. 

Your graded assignment and rubric should also be attached. 

 

Classroom Etiquette: Disruptions to class negatively affect everyone’s ability to learn. If you 

must arrive late or leave early, please notify the instructor in advance and sit by the door to 

minimize disruptions. It is inappropriate to use cell phones or use laptops for activities outside of 

taking notes (such as texting or online shopping). Disruptions will reduce your participation 

grade.  

  

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~upperde/
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~chd/
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~healthed/
mailto: Apply%20for%20Services%20webpage
mailto: Apply%20for%20Services%20webpage
mailto:student.accessibility.services@dartmouth.edu
https://students.dartmouth.edu/student-accessibility/services/testing-center
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Class Schedule: 
Readings from the Corsaro (Proquest link) and Shalet (Ebsco link) books are marked by the 

author’s last name and the chapters for that day. Other readings are available on Canvas. 

DATE  TOPIC AND READINGS 

 

1/5 

1/10 

 

R 

T 

Introduction to Course and to the History of Childhood 

No Readings 

Corsaro, Introduction & Chapter 1 

Pamela Druckerman, “French Children Don’t Throw Food” and “Let Him Live His  

   Life” 

 

 

1/12 

1/17 

 

R 

T 

Studying Children and Childhood: Theoretical Approaches 

Corsaro, Chapter 2-3 

Corsaro, Chapter 4 

Jessica Calarco, “Why Rich Kids Are So Good at the Marshmallow Test”  

   The Atlantic 

 

 

1/19 

1/24 

 

R 

T 

Preschool Children 

Corsaro, Chapters 5-7 

Bernice Pescosolido et al., “Culture and Conflict” 

Jessi Streib, “Class Reproduction by Four Year Olds” 

 

 

1/26 

 

 

1/31 

 

R 

 

 

T 

 

Preadolescents/Elementary School Students 

Ranita Ray, “School as a Hostile Institution…” 

Malcolm Gladwell, “Do Parents Matter?” The New Yorker 

 

No Readings 

 

2/2 

 

R 

 

MIDTERM EXAM 

 

 

2/7 

 

T 

Early Adolescents/Middle School Students 

Margaret Hagerman, “‘That’s So Racist!’: Interacting with Peers and Siblings” 

Latifi, “What Gender-Affirming Care Actually Means.” 

Hughes, “Does Social Media Make Teens Unhappy?” (read or listen) 

Richtel, “‘It’s Life or Death’: The Mental Health Crisis Among U.S. Teens” 

 

 

2/9 

 

 

2/14 

2/16 

 

R 

 

 

T 

R 

Adolescents/High School Students 

Murray Milner, “Fitting in, Standing Out and Keeping Up” 

Brett Goldberg et al., “Youth Views on Race” 

Niobe Way, “Boys’ Friendships During Adolescence: Intimacy, Desire, and Loss” 

Schalet, Chapters 1-3 

Berg, “How the Supreme Court’s Abortion Decision…” 

Schalet, Chapters 4-8 and conclusion (finish the book) 

 

  

https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.dartmouth.idm.oclc.org/lib/dartmouth-ebooks/detail.action?docID=4388337
http://dartmouth.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,url,uid&db=e000xna&AN=387670&site=ehost-live&scope=site
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/what-gender-affirming-care-actually-means
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/28/science/social-media-teens-mental-health.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/23/health/mental-health-crisis-teens.html?searchResultPosition=4
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-the-supreme-courts-abortion-decision-left-many-youth-behind
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DATE  TOPIC AND READINGS 

 

2/21 

2/23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/28 

 

 

3/2 

 

T 

R 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 

 

 

R 

Late Adolescents and College Students  

MEET IN RAUNER LIBRARY – Activity on Dartmouth College Culture (first half 

of the alphabet 2/21; second half 2/23 & no class the other day) 

Janet Reitman, “Confessions of an Ivy League Frat Boy: Inside Dartmouth’s  

    Hazing Abuses” 

Simone Ispa Landa and Barbara Risman, “The Gender Revolution on Greek Row” 

 

PAPER DUE (on Canvas by 11:59pm on Sunday, February 26) 

 

Janice McCabe, Chapter 3 from Connecting in College 

Michael Moffatt, Chapter 2 from Coming of Age in New Jersey 

 

Jennifer Hirsch and Shamus Khan, Chapter 7 and Conclusion from Sexual Citizens 

 

 

3/7 

 

 

 

T 

The Future of Childhood 

Corsaro, Chp 8  

TBD reading 

RECEIVE TAKE-HOME EXAM 

 

 

3/12 

 

 

S 

 

FINAL EXAM DUE on Canvas by 11:00AM on Sunday, March 12 

  


